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I, , declare as follows: 

1. I am currently a Manager in Pacific Gas and Electric’s (“PG&E”) 

Vegetation Management (“VM”) Program.   

2. In July 2018, when the Carr Fire began, I was a VM regional manager in 

the North Valley region.  In that role, I was responsible for overseeing the post-Carr Fire 

restoration work performed by PG&E contractors.  In my role, I typically made plans and 

strategic decisions for the post-Carr Fire response as a whole and supervised the field operations 

leadership.  Day-to-day direction of work and management of crews were handled by others.  

For example, I did not assess trees in the field or review tree assessments done by others. 

3. The work done in the post-Carr Fire restoration was extensive, resulting in 

the removal of many thousands of trees.  My overarching direction to our contractors was to 

mark for removal trees that had been fire damaged and were tall enough to strike our lines.  This 

was intentionally conservative guidance on the side of safety.  I was aware that an experienced 

arborist may look at trees that have been damaged by fire and, depending on the species and the 

amount of burn, determine that it was not necessary to fell the tree.  But I wanted the guidance 

during the post-Carr work to be conservative, particularly as many of the pre-inspectors 

performing that work were not as experienced as our Routine VM foresters. 

4. Zogg Mine Road in Igo, California, is served by PG&E’s Girvan 1101 

distribution circuit and was one of the areas impacted by the Carr Fire.  Even before the Carr 

Fire, Zogg Mine Road had for many years been a challenging area to conduct VM activities.  

Many residents opposed VM work on Zogg Mine Road because they did not want trees to be cut.  

In addition, the road itself is narrow, which can cause access and traffic issues for residents when 

tree crews are working in the area.   

5. Over the years, inspectors with PG&E’s Routine VM program who 

conducted annual patrols of Zogg Mine Road had some success in building trust and 

relationships with residents so that necessary VM patrols and tree work could be done without 

customer incidents.  In order to avoid disruption of ongoing Routine patrols, new crews had been 
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brought in to handle the post-Carr Fire response.  As a result, contractors who worked on the 

post-Carr Fire response along Zogg Mine Road were generally unfamiliar to the residents.  

6. It was reported to me that on September 24, 2018, a resident of Zogg Mine 

Road ( ) approached post-Carr Fire tree crews working in the area, ordered them 

to stop work and brandished a firearm.  It also was reported to me that, the following day, 

September 25, 2018, Ms.  again approached tree crews and demanded that they leave the 

area, which they did.  An email I received describing these incidents is attached as Exhibit 1. 

7. Two days later, on September 27, 2018,  was sent to 

speak with Ms.  to attempt to address the threats to work crews.  At the time, 

Mr.  was a Consulting Utility Forester for CN Utility Consulting (“CNUC”), a PG&E 

contractor that conducted Routine VM patrols, including of the Zogg Mine Road area.  

Mr. knew the area and had pre-existing relationships with its residents based on his 

prior experience conducting these Routine VM patrols.  After meeting with Ms. , 

Mr.  reported to me that only one tree on Ms. ’s property needed to be worked, 

that other trees initially marked for work on her property could be assessed during the next 

annual Routine patrol, and that she would not be a problem going forward.  Attached as Exhibit 

2 is the email I received from Mr. . 

8. Two weeks later, on October 8, 2018, I received a report that Ms. , 

the resident of Zogg Mine Road, had again confronted pre-inspectors patrolling Zogg Mine 

Road, threatening to “raise hell” and brandish a firearm if a neighbor’s tree was cut.  I was told 

that the resident used profanity and had an open container of liquor in her truck.  Attached as 

Exhibit 3 is the email I received reporting this incident. 

9. Although I cannot pinpoint the date now, I recall concluding that it would 

not be appropriate to send post-Carr Fire personnel into areas where they were likely to come in 

contact with a reportedly armed individual who was confronting workers.  After the incidents 

with Ms. , I recall making inquiries about obtaining security support for tree crews, 

including from state law enforcement.  Attached as Exhibit 4 is an email that I received on 
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To archeologists, the human past is owned by no one. It represents the cultural heritage of everyone who has ever lived on Earth or will live on it in 
the future. Archaeology puts all human societies on an equal footing.
-Brian Fagan, 1996
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At about 10:30am a lady named  approached us about a tree in on her property that 
keeps getting marked, then tells us well it’s my neighbor’s tree but they are out of town and want her to 
tell us not to cut it. She said her neighbor wants it left and if we take it she is going to raise hell and may 
pull out her gun like last time. She stated this several times. She then stated that she has painted the 
tree black a few times to cover up the green paint, but some “dumbass” keeps painting it again. She 
then asked me to mark off the tree and repaint it black, So at about 10:40am (to defuse the situation) I 
followed her to the tree and painted it black (to make her happy until I could call a supervisor). She then 
followed me back to meet up with the other guys and then started complaining about all the trash the 
tree workers are leaving on the hill side she is now cleaning up. We took a few crates of garbage and put 
it in our truck.

At this point  then called  to try and let him know what was going on.  at this point drove 
up to Igo to check on us and was then told about the situation with . 
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Approximately 10:30 am a homeowner ( ) approached  and I as we were 
waiting for our other co-workers to scope out a parking position uphill from us. She asked us to show 
her I.D. and wanted to know who we were and why we were there. We were parked across the street 
from her property when we were speaking to her. She used vulgar language and asked who were the 
f*** idiots were that painted a tree on her neighbor’s property down the road. She said that tree crews 
or whoever was on her property left trash all over the place and she pointed out a bucket in the back of 
her truck that was full of bottles etc. This was part of the reason she was not happy with seeing us near 
her property.  then de-escalated the situation by offering to paint the tree that was marked. 
However, the tree has a large cavity and needs to be removed because of the proximity to the lines. 

:  
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