
 

NIRI-CHICAGO NAMES 2005-2006 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  

Award-winning chapter continues leadership in local and national markets  

CHICAGO - July 6, 2005 - The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) today announced the 
election of six officers and seven directors for the 2005-2006 year. 

Incoming NIRI-Chicago President David A. Prichard commented, "Our Chicago Chapter continues to be one of the largest and 
most active chapters in the NIRI organization, which boasts approximately 4,400 members worldwide. The Chicago Chapter is 
committed to providing superior professional development opportunities to our diverse membership and advancing the practice 
and stature of the investor relations profession.

"We are proud that our chapter won national recognition in winning NIRI's 2005 Best Special Event Award at the recent NIRI 
national annual conference. This recognition is a testament to the leadership and vision of all our chapter's volunteers who 
made this event and others such a success. We are committed to building on our chapter's reputation for excellence and I look 
forward to working with the strong team of professionals who share this goal and will serve as chapter officers and directors 
during the 2005-2006 year." 

The NIRI-Chicago Chapter board for the 2005-2006 year consists of the following members: 

NIRI-Chicago Officers 

President: David A. Prichard, director, investor relations and corporate communications at Modine Manufacturing Company 
[NYSE: MOD]. Prichard was previously executive vice president, and has served as vice president-programs and vice 
president-treasurer, as well as a director of the chapter. 

Executive Vice President: William D. Chapman, director of investor relations at W.W. Grainger, Inc. [NYSE: GWW]. 
Chapman previously served as vice president-programs and director of the chapter. 

Vice President-Programs: Ruth E. Venning, director of corporate relations at Telephone and Data Systems, Inc. 
[AMEX:TDS]. Venning previously served as vice president-communications and chairperson of the 2003 NIRI-Chicago Annual 
IR Workshop.

Vice President-Treasurer: Christine Hanneman, vice president of investor relations at Pactiv Corporation [NYSE: PTV]. 
This is Hanneman's third year as treasurer of the chapter. Hanneman previously served as a director.

Vice President-Membership: Jonathan Hubbard, president of Alltus Communications, Ltd. This is Hubbard's second year 
to serve as vice president-membership for the chapter. He chaired NIRI-Chicago's award-winning 2004 Annual IR Workshop. 

Vice President-Communications: John A. Kroen, corporate compliance officer at DeVry Inc. Kroen previously served as a 
director of the chapter and as a member of the 2004 and 2005 NIRI Chicago Annual IR Workshop planning committee.

Directors

Chairman of the Board: Steven D. Carr, executive vice president and managing director at Dresner Corporate Services, Inc. 
Carr served as president of the chapter for the 2004-2005 year. Before that, he was executive vice president and has served 
as a director as well.

Director: Christopher G. Curtis, vice president of Ashton Partners. This is Curtis's fourth year to serve on the chapter 
board. His first year he was vice president-membership and in his second and third years, he served as a director of the 
chapter.

Director: Cindy Thorson Klimstra, director of investor relations at CDW Corporation [NASDAQ: CDWC]. Klimstra served as 
president of the chapter from January 2002 to June 2004. Before that she served as executive vice president and vice 



president-membership. For the past four years, Klimstra has spearheaded the Chicago CFO of the Year Award, a joint 
program between NIRI-Chicago and the Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern. In 2003, the program was 
recognized as NIRI's Best Special Event Award and was awarded the Chairman's Award.

Director: Thomas J. Laughran, senior vice president at Fleishman-Hillard Inc. and head of its Chicago financial 
communications and investor relations practice. This is Laughran's second year as a director of the chapter. He served as 
chairperson of the 2003 and 2004 Triad Annual Report Awards Competition and is continuing in that position for the 2005 
program.

Director: William H. Parke, senior associate, corporate and financial communications at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
[NYSE, NASDAQ: CME]. Parke, a long-time member of the board, has served in several capacities, including president of the 
chapter from 2000-2001 and also chairman of the board. 

New and Departing NIRI-Chicago Directors 

"NIRI-Chicago's success is due to the dedicated people leading the chapter and providing our members programs and 
networking opportunities that further their knowledge and practice of investor relations," said Prichard. "To sustain the 
momentum the chapter has gained over the past several years, it is important to attract new leaders to the board. We are very 
pleased to add two highly respected IR professionals to the board, Lisa Ciota and Mary Ryan. At the same time, we extend our 
gratitude to our one departing director, Jean Medina, for her contributions during her two years on the board."

New Director: Lisa I. Ciota, director, investor relations at McDonald's Corporation (NYSE:MCD). Ciota joined McDonald's in 
1992 and has an MBA from Northern Illinois University and a B.S. in Finance from the University of Illinois. Ciota oversees 
investor communications and programs including the preparation of certain financial press releases, management 
presentations and investor fact sheet. In addition, she leads McDonald's efforts to attract individual investors, represents the 
company at retail investor events and ensures the placement of McDonald's investor information in key publications.

New Director: Mary T. Ryan, vice president, communications and investor relations at Aftermarket Technology Corp. 
(NASDAQ: ATAC). Ryan joined Aftermarket Technology Corp. in 1999 and has an MBA from DePaul University, a M.A. in Urban 
Planning from Northeastern Illinois University and a B.A. in Urban Studies from Loyola University. Ryan is responsible for the 
development and management of the company's external and internal communications programs, including 
investor/shareholder relations, media relations, public relations, employee communications, and civic and charitable outreach. 
Ryan works closely with the company's chairman, president and chief executive officer on all strategic communications issues. 

Departing Director: Jean Medina, media relations manager at United Airlines. This was Medina's second year as director of 
the chapter.

About NIRI-Chicago 

The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) works to advance the practice of investor 
relations and meet the growing professional development needs of those engaged in the field. With more than 200 members, 
NIRI-Chicago is one of the largest NIRI chapters in the United States and received NIRI's Best Overall Large Chapter Award in 
2004 and Best Special Event Award in 2005. Its members include corporate officers, consultants, service providers, academics, 
and others involved in the practice of investor relations, a strategic management responsibility that integrates finance, 
communication, marketing and securities law compliance. More information about NIRI-Chicago is available at www.niri-
chicago.org. 

http://www.niri-chicago.org/
http://www.niri-chicago.org/

