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MIDWEST ANNUAL REPORT AWARDS WINNERS  
TO BE HONORED AT NOVEMBER 1st LUNCHEON 

 
Laura Rittenhouse, Founder of Rittenhouse CEO Candor Rankings, Provides Keynote Address 

on Need for Corporate Honesty; Mini-Workshop Addresses New E-Proxy Rules 
 

CHICAGO, Ill. - October 16, 2007 - The winners of the 17th annual Midwest Annual Report 
Awards competition (previously known as the Triad Awards) of the Chicago Chapter of the 
National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) will be announced November 1, 2007, at 
The Chicago Club in downtown Chicago.  The competition has honored the finest in annual 
reports among Midwest public companies since 1991. 
 
At the luncheon program, Laura Rittenhouse, founder and president of Rittenhouse CEO 
Candor Rankings, will make the keynote presentation, “Candor in the Age of Bafflegab.”  
Rittenhouse will expose the good and bad of CEO shareholder letters in annual reports and will 
make the case for CEO candor and linguistic integrity.  A former Lehman Brothers investment 
banker, she is the author of Do Business with People You Can Trust, one of 12 featured 
business books at the Berkshire Hathaway annual meeting. 
 
“The Midwest Annual Report Awards is one of NIRI-Chicago’s most prestigious programs,” said 
Ruth E. Venning, president of NIRI-Chicago.  “Its well-deserved national reputation reflects the 
fact that members of three professions integrally involved with the annual report—investor 
relations, graphic designers and the financial community—judge the reports based on criteria 
important to each profession. 
 
“The annual report is the single most important communications tool for many companies,” she 
continued, “which is why we are very pleased that our luncheon speaker will address the need 
for candor in annual reports—a critical factor in establishing trust not only in the investment 
marketplace but among all annual report audiences.” 
 
The 2007 Midwest Annual Report Awards luncheon will run from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
Central Time at The Chicago Club on 81 East Van Buren Street.  At 9:30 a.m., the sixth annual 
mini-workshop and roundtable will analyze the potential major impact of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s new Notice and Access proxy rule on the future of the printed and 
online annual report.  Panelists include Claudia Holcombe, director, industry and client 
initiatives, Computershare Global Capital Markets, and Glen Wittenberg, vice president, 
Broadridge.  The mini-workshop and annual report designers’ showcase are complimentary to 
members of NIRI-Chicago and included in the $45 luncheon fee for non-members. 
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The Midwest Annual Reports Program is unique among annual report competitions in that three 
independent professions sponsor and evaluate annual reports from all public companies in the 
eight-state Midwest region.  The judges are  members of NIRI-Chicago; three leading Chicago-
area graphic designers who are members of the American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA); and 
professors from DePaul University's Department of Finance.  Judges from the disciplines 
represented by the organizations (investor relations, graphic design and academia) evaluate the 
reports submitted based on stringent criteria.  No fees or memberships are required on the part 
of companies submitting annual reports to participate in the competition. 
 
More information on the event can be found by visiting http://www.niri-
chicago.org/index.cfm?page=award_detail&eventid=44903&CalendarID=6. More information on 
the awards process is available at  http://www.niri-chicago.org/index.cfm?page=awards_triad.   
For more information on the event and the awards process, visit www.niri-chicago.org. 

 
About NIRI-Chicago 
 
The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) works to 
advance the practice of investor relations and meet the growing professional development 
needs of those engaged in the field.  The members of NIRI-Chicago include corporate officers, 
consultants, service providers, academics, and others involved in the practice of investor 
relations, which is a strategic management responsibility that integrates finance, 
communication, marketing and securities law compliance.  With approximately 200 members, 
NIRI-Chicago is one of the largest NIRI chapters in the United States.  For more information, 
visit www.niri-chicago.org.  
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