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From the President

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a happy
holiday.
 
The shorts certainly did. The first headline I saw in
the new year was: "2018 was the stock market's
worst year since the financial crisis. The S&P

500 fell 6.2% last year, capped off by a 9.2% plunge in December --
the worst final month of the year since 1931."
 
We had quite a year last year, but we made it through. And we will
persevere in 2019. It will surely get better, right? 
 
Regardless of the ups and downs of the market, we are fortunate to
have the benefits of NIRI-Chicago. Join your fellow IR professionals to
commiserate and celebrate with a fun evening as we escape the
market's woes at our January 17 event at Fox in a Box, Chicago's #1
escape room. On January 8 and 31, we will get together for NIRI in
Your Neighborhood networking discussions in Deerfield and Chicago. 
 
Remember, even in these volatile markets, you have a community of
professionals to rely on. Come connect with us.

Elizabeth Allen
NIRI-Chicago President

December Event Highlights

Read our December event summary for insights on the implications
of the November mid-term elections -- which are beginning to play
out even as you read this newsletter. 

In the News

M&A: 2018 was the third-busiest year for deals, and 2019
could be even better -- although deal prices are under
pressure.
Active mutual fund managers pile onto the activist
bandwagon, while the number of companies targeted by
activists set a record in 2018. 
Predictions and opinions for and against rule changes
affecting proxy advisory firms. 
Four cases in December show why insider trading will
remain a focus for federal prosecutors and regulators. 
Update on the proposed Long-Term Stock Exchange.
If your IR gig doesn't work out, try Fortnite -- one gamer
made close to $10 million last year. (Sorry, we couldn't
resist.)

https://platform.mi.spglobal.com/IRW/event/4643328
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efxdup65df1daec3&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.niri-chicago.org/Calendar
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efvyam4ydf046fa7&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.niri-chicago.org/Calendar
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=efgfnocab&oeidk=a07efwi8u1nebe07d17
https://platform.mi.spglobal.com/IRW/event/4643328
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efurn3h8672311a3&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=446751
http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=1073753419
http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=447267
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-big-year-for-dealsand-deal-makers-11546185622
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ipo-hungry-investors-look-to-have-their-moment-in-2019-11546189200
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/12/14/get-ready-for-the-200-billion-ipo-shakeup-in-2019.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mutual-fund-managers-try-a-new-role-activist-investor-11546174800
https://www.forbes.com/sites/esade/2018/12/10/shareholder-activism-is-on-the-rise-caution-required/#4b276a494844
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-12-18/activists-having-busier-than-ever-2018-as-icahn-returns-to-fray
https://www.wsj.com/articles/regulators-will-move-to-reign-in-proxy-advisers-in-2019-sec-chairman-says-1544130932
https://www.conference-board.org/blog/postdetail.cfm?post=6940
https://www.corporatesecretary.com/articles/shareholders/31438/nyc-comptroller-wary-proxy-adviser-rule-changes/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/01/business/dealbook/insider-trading-enforcement-prosecution.html
https://www.pionline.com/article/20181210/PRINT/181219920?AllowView=VDl3UXg1SzdDL1NCZ2dIRkN2YnRla3VvalUwZEErUmQ=&utm_campaign=smartbrief&utm_source=linkbypass&utm_medium=affiliate
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/12/31/tech/ninja-fortnite-stream/index.html


April 2018: The Long and the Short of
It: Options, Market Intelligence and

Volatility

March 2018: Strategic Investor Days

January 2018: Alternative Paths for
an IRO
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NIRI-Chicago Member News

Welcome to NIRI-Chicago's newest members: Molly Poarch,
director of corporate communications, RTI Surgical, Inc., and
Trisha Tuntland, head of investor relations, Littelfuse Inc.
 
Congratulations to Beth Coronelli, who has joined CDW as VP-IR
as Sari Macrie retires.
 
Share your news (job changes, awards, interesting articles) -- and
thanks for reading the MEMBER CONNECTION.

Maryellen Thielen
Vice President, Communications
NIRI-Chicago

http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=1073753366
http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=395126
http://www.niri-chicago.org/CustomPage/Index?keyGenPage=1073753193
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewSoftware?id=708314351&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.theirapp.nirichi
https://www.nyse.com/index
https://www.broadridge.com/
https://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/
http://www.ipreo.com/
http://modernir.com/
https://www.q4inc.com/home/default.aspx
https://q4inc.com
https://investor.cdw.com/news-releases/news-release-details/sari-l-macrie-cdw-vp-investor-relations-retire-year-end
mailto:mtthielen@forestglencomm.com
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