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SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc. Appoints Marc
Swanson as CEO and Elizabeth Castro Gulacsy as CFO
and Treasurer

5/6/2021

ORLANDO, Fla., May 6, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc. (NYSE: SEAS), a leading theme

park and entertainment company, today announced the appointment of Marc Swanson to the position of Chief

Executive O�cer ("CEO") and Elizabeth Castro Gulacsy as Chief Financial O�cer ("CFO") and Treasurer. All changes

are e�ective immediately. SeaWorld's Board of Directors (the "Board") unanimously approved the appointments.

Mr. Swanson previously served as interim CEO and has been with the Company for over 20 years, having held a

number of leadership positions including as CFO and Treasurer. Ms. Gulacsy previously served as interim CFO and

Treasurer and has been with the Company for eight years, having most recently served as Chief Accounting O�cer.

"After careful consideration and working closely with Marc and Elizabeth in their interim roles over the past year,

the Board of Directors is con�dent they are the right leaders for SeaWorld as we emerge from this pandemic and

continue executing on our long-term strategic plan," said Scott Ross, Chairman of the Board of Directors and

Managing Partner of Hill Path Capital. "Over the past year, Marc and Elizabeth, alongside the Board, have continued

to execute on the strategic initiatives we have been working on over the past several years and have taken the

necessary decisive actions to position the Company for long-term success. We look forward to their continued

leadership as we work together to emerge a stronger and more e�cient company and realize the full, long term

potential of this great company and its irreplaceable assets and brands."  

Mr. Swanson said, "The past year has been a unique and extraordinary period for our Company, our industry, and
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the world. The capabilities of our management team combined with the complementary expertise of our Board

allowed us to make the innovative and necessary decisions to address an unthinkable and unprecedented reality.

Today, we have even more con�dence in our long-term strategy, and I look forward to continue working with our

dedicated team and Board to drive long-term value for all stakeholders."

Ms. Gulacsy said, "We have worked hard over the last few years, including prior to and during the pandemic, to

position this company for a signi�cant improvement in pro�tability.  Our �nancial position is strong, our strategies

are working, our execution is improving, and I look forward to continue working with our management team and

Board to fully capitalize on the signi�cant opportunities ahead."

About Marc Swanson

Mr. Swanson, 50, has served as Interim Chief Executive O�cer since April 2020.  Prior to that, he served as Chief

Financial O�cer and Treasurer of the Company since August 2017, except for from September 2019 to November

2019 when he served as Interim Chief Executive O�cer. Prior to that, Mr. Swanson had served as Chief Accounting

O�cer from 2012 to 2017 and served as Interim Chief Financial O�cer from June 2015 until September 2015 and as

Interim Chief Financial O�cer and Treasurer from August 1, 2017 until his permanent appointment later that same

month. Previously, he was Vice President Performance Management and Corporate Controller of SeaWorld Parks &

Entertainment from 2011 to 2012, the Corporate Controller of Busch Entertainment Corporation from 2008 to 2011

and the Vice President of Finance of Sesame Place from 2004 to 2008. Mr. Swanson holds a bachelor's degree in

accounting from Purdue University and a master's degree in business administration from DePaul University, and is

a Certi�ed Public Accountant.

About Elizabeth Castro Gulacsy

Ms. Gulacsy, 47, has served as Interim Chief Financial O�cer and Treasurer since April 2020 and from September

2019 to November 2019. She also served as Chief Accounting O�cer of the Company from August 2017 to April

2021. Prior to that, Ms. Gulacsy served as Corporate Vice President, Financial Reporting from 2016 to 2017 and

Director, Financial Reporting from 2013 to 2016. Prior to joining the Company, from 2011 to 2013, Ms. Gulacsy

served as Chief Accounting O�cer and Corporate Controller for Cross Country Healthcare, Inc., from 2006 to 2011

she served as their Director of Corporate Accounting and from 2002 to 2006 as their Assistant Controller. From

1997-2002, Ms. Gulacsy was an auditor for Ernst & Young LLP where she most recently served as Audit Manager.

Ms. Gulacsy is a member of the Audit Committee for IAAPA, the global association for the theme park industry. Ms.

Gulacsy previously served as a board member and treasurer for the SeaWorld and Busch Gardens Conservation

Fund from 2018 to 2020. Ms. Gulacsy holds a bachelor's degree and master's degree in accounting from the

University of Florida and is a Certi�ed Public Accountant.
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About SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc.

SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc. (NYSE: SEAS) is a leading theme park and entertainment company providing

experiences that matter, and inspiring guests to protect animals and the wild wonders of our world. The Company

is one of the world's foremost zoological organizations and a global leader in animal welfare, training, husbandry

and veterinary care. The Company collectively cares for what it believes is one of the largest zoological collections in

the world and has helped lead advances in the care of animals. The Company also rescues and rehabilitates marine

and terrestrial animals that are ill, injured, orphaned or abandoned, with the goal of returning them to the wild. The

SeaWorld® rescue team has helped more than 38,600 animals in need over the Company's history.  SeaWorld

Entertainment, Inc. owns or licenses a portfolio of recognized brands including SeaWorld®, Busch Gardens®,

Aquatica®, Sesame Place® and Sea Rescue®. Over its more than 60-year history, the Company has built a

diversi�ed portfolio of 12 destination and regional theme parks that are grouped in key markets across the United

States, many of which showcase its one-of-a-kind zoological collection. The Company's theme parks feature a

diverse array of rides, shows and other attractions with broad demographic appeal which deliver memorable

experiences and a strong value proposition for its guests.

Copies of this and other news releases as well as additional information about SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc. can be

obtained online at www.seaworldentertainment.com. Shareholders and prospective investors can also register to

automatically receive the Company's press releases, SEC �lings and other notices by e-mail by registering at that

website.
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